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CONFIDENTIAL ROME 2512 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ETRD, IT 

SUB J : UNITED BRANDS SHIPMENT IN GENOA HARBOR 

REF: STATE 036350 

1 . COMMERCIAL CONUNSELOR TELEPHONED BERETTI, DIRECTOR GENERAL 
FOR IMPORTS AND EXPORTS, MINISTRY OF FOREIGN TRADE (MFT), 

MORNING FEB. 14, TO ASK FOR ISSUANCE OF LICENSE FOR "PONTOS" 

TO UNLOAD UNITED BRANDS CARGO. BERETTI, WHO WAS AWARE OF 
PROBLEM, STATED MATTER WAS QTE POLITICAL UNQTE IN NATURE AND 
THAT HE WAS NOT AUTHORIZED TO TAKE ANY ACTION TO RELEASE CARGO. 
HE ADDED THAT APPROACH AT QTE POLITICAL LEVEL UNQTE WOULD BE 
REQUIRED. 

2. SINCE THAT APPROACH WAS UNSUCCESSFUL, ECMIN THEN TELE- 
PHONED AMBASSADOR GIAZZARONI, DIRECTOR GENERAL FOR ECONOMIC 
AFFAIRS, MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS (MFA). GUAZZARONI STATED 
THAT PROBLEM WAS OF A GENERAL NATURE, I.E., DRAFT DECREE 
GOVERNING IMPORT QUOTAS FOR BANANAS HAD BEEN DRAWN UP BUT 
COULD NOT BE SIGNED BY MINISTER OF FOREIGN TRADE BECAUSE 
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MADE REPRESENTATIONS TO MFT ON BEHALF OF SEVERAL COUNTRIES 
ON THIS SUBJECT (E.G., EQUADOR AND COLOMBIA). WHEN ECMIN 
NOTED THAT MINISTER OF FOREIGN TRADE HAD REMAINED IN OFFICE 
DURING ENTIRE PERIOD OF GOVERNMENT CRISIS AND EXPRESSED 
SURPRISE THAT IT HAD NOT BEEN POSSIBLE TO MAKE TEMPORARY ARRANGE- 
MENTS FOR ISSUANCE OF LICENSES FOR SHIPMENTS ARRIVING BEFORE 
SETTLEMENT OF GOVERNMENT CRISIS (PARTICULARLY IN VIEW OF 
SPOILAGE PROBLEM). GUAZZARONI REPLIED THAT PRIME MINISTER 
MORO HAD INSTRUCTED MINISTERS NOT TO MAKE POLICY DECISIONS 
UNTIL AFTER FORMATION OF NEW GOVERNMENT. HE ADDED THAT SINCE 
GOVERNMENT CRISIS HAD ENDED, HE EXPECTED ISSUE OF BANANA 
QUOTAS TO BE SETTLE SHORTLY. AT ECMIN'S URGING, GUAZZARONI 
PROMISED TO INTERVENE TODAY WITH MFT ON "PONTOS" SHIPMENT. 

3. COMMENT: OBVIOUSLY THERE SOME UNANSWERED QUESTIONS ON 
THIS ISSUE. IF GUAZZARONI'S STATEMENTS ARE ACCURATE, IT 
IS SURPRISING, AND OUT OF CHARACTER, THAT BERETTI DID NOT 
GIVE SAME STORY. GUAZZARONI' S STATEMENTS SEEM SOMEWHAT 
DUBIOUS SINCE, IF PROBLEM WERE MERELY ONE OF GOVERNMENT CRISIS, 

IT IS HARD TO UNDERSTAND WHY (A) DECREE COULD NOT BE SIGNED 
ANYWAY OR AT LEAST (B) SHIPMENTS IMPORTED UNDER SOME SORT OF 
TEMPORARY SCHEME. IN ANY EVENT, EMBASSY HOPEFUL THAT ITS 
INTERVENTION WITH GUAZZARONI WILL BE SUCCESSFUL IN OBTAINING 
PERMISSION FOR IMPORTATION OF CARGO.VOLPE 

NOTE BY OC/T: REFERENCE AS RECEIVED. 
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